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“Even Weak Faith 
Does It” 


So wrote Martin Luther. And while to us Luther 
is a giant of faith, in himself Martin knew the 
temptations, the attacks (Anfechtung), which 
threatened to destroy his verv teing. In the Scot’s 
Confession, John Knox speaks of the assurance or 
certitude of faith, but often he had to deal with 
a pious mother-in-law sunk in the slough of despon 
dency. Samuel Rutherford, the saint of the cove- 
nant, knew what it was to carry low sail, and John 
“Rabbi” Duncan was, at times, almost in despair 
about his own salvation. 


little or low 
faith, but to speak a word of encouragement to those 
who do not find themselves always living on the 
mountain tops. A wise old Scot wrote that there 
is no doubt in faith, but that there is often doubt in 
believers. Our faith is not always perfect, we are 
not angels, not thousand percenters. Our Lord Jesus 
said: “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed...’ Our Lord honored the faith of the father 
who was only able to pray, “I believe. Lord! help 
thou mine unbelief.”” On occasion, He marveled at 
the lack of faith, at the little faith, at the slowness 
of heart of the twelve; yet He endued them with 
power from on high and used them mightily to 


establish His Church. 


This is not written to encourage 


The prophet Isaiah promised that the bruised 


reed He would not break and the smoking flax, 
or dimly burning wick, He will not quench. You 
see even the faint flicker of faith is the sign that 
the Holy Spirit is working within. And when God 
has begun a good work He will complete it unto 
the day of Jesus Christ. The fact th 
hate God—shows that he is no mo: 


one does not 
the natural 
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even a struggling reception of the Saviour is tl 
working of the Spirit within. Faith saves as God 
work by which one accepts the Mighty Saviour a1 
His salvation. It is not the greatness of our fait] 
but the greatness of our Saviour which counts. 


lay hold on Him in eve: 
fuller measure. May the heart choose, and the af 
tections embrace 


Let us, then, consciously 


to Christ, as our Pri 
King, and the whole soul 
consent to, approve of and delight in the Saviour 
ind the Gospel-plan of salvation through Hin 
Spurgeon used to say, It is not thy joy in Christ 
that saves, it is Christ. It is not thy hold on Christ 
that saves thee, it is Christ. It is not thy faith i: 
Christ—though that be the means—it is Christ 


Who Saves, 


ind cle 
phet, our Priest and out 


When we are too much disturbed by the size of 
our faith, it may indicate that we are looking to 
much at ourselves and not exclusively enough at our 
Saviour. Nothing in my hand I bring, only to Thy 
Cross I cling. Of Him are we in Christ Jesus, Wh: 
is made unto us wisdom from God, and righteous 
ness, and sanctification and redemption. ‘The faith 
that justifies a sinner is that inwrought grace in the 
which he receives the Lord Jesus Christ 
in His obedience unto death as the Lord our Right 
eousness Who is unto us the Rightouesness of God.”’ 


W.C.R. 


exercise of 


Plenary Inspiration 


The following is taken from the preface of the 
first of a three volume commentary on the Gospel 
of John by Bishop J. C. Ryle of the Church of 


England. 


Bishop Ryle was a true scholar, widely acquaint- 
ed with all shades of theological teaching and writ- 
ing and possessed with an unusually deep spiritual 
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si ht. In preparation of this commentary he read 
und quoted from no less than eighty-one scholars, 
froma the early Fathers down to the modern German 





wri ers of his day. Many other commentaries have 
been. written but none are finer and few of them 
sh the depth of spiritual perception and practical 
pplication to be found in these writings of Bishop 
R His comment on plenary inspiration is there- 
fore both interesting and significant. —,N.B. 


On one point of vast importance in the present 

day the reader that I hold very decided 
ons. The point is inspiration. | feel no hesita- 

in avowing that I believe in the ‘plenary inspir- 

’ of every word of the original text of Holy 
Scripture. I hold not only that the Bible contains 
the Word of God but that every jot of it was writ- 
ten or brought together by Divine inspiration and 
s the Word of God. I entirely disagree with those 
_. who maintain that the writers of the Bible were 
partially inspired or inspired to such a limited ex- 
inaccuracies and contradic- 
tions to the facts of science and history must be ex- 
in their writings. I utterly repu- 


will see 


l tent that discrepancies, 


pected and do exist 


d diate such a theory. | consider that it practically 
ul destroys the whole value of God’s Word, puts a 
it sword in the hand of infidels and skeptics and raises 
far more serious difficulties than it pretends to 
ve _— 
al 
= | grant freely that the theory of ‘plenary verbal 
1. inspiration,’ involves some difficulties. 1 do not 
" pretend to answer all the objections brought against 
™ or to defend all that has been written by its sup- 
shes porters.* I am content to remember that all in- 
vist spiration is a miraculous operation of the Holy 


‘, Ghost and like every operation of the Holy Ghost 
must needs be mysterious. It is an operation of which 








did not? How am I to know where inspiration ends 
and where it begins?’ What I think inspired, an- 
other may think uninspired! The texts that I rest 
upon may possibly have been put in by a slip of the 
pen! The words and phrases that | love to feed 
upon, may possibly be weak earthly expressions, in 
writing which the author was left to his own private 
uninspired mind! The glory is departed from my 
Bible at this rate. A cold feeling of suspicion and 
doubt me as | read it. | am almost 
tempted to lay it down in flat despair. A partially 
inspired Bible is little better than no Bible at all. 
Give me the ‘plenary verbal theory,’ with all its 
difficulties of that theory rather than this. I accept 
the difficulties of that theory and humbly wait for 
their solution. But while | I feel that | am 
stending upon a rock. 


creeps over 


wait 


“I grant the existence of occasional difficulties, and 
apparent discrepancies, in Scripture. They are trace- 


able in some cases I believe to our ignorance of ex- 
ylanatory circumstances and minute links and de- 


, 
tails and | believe to the errors of early transcribers. 
To tell us that things cannot be explained merely 
because we are not presently able to explain them, is 
childish and ‘He that believeth shall not 
make haste,’ (Isa. xxviii. 16). A true philosopher 
will never give up a sound theory on account of a 
few difficulties. He will rather say—‘I can afford 
to wait. It will be all plain one day.’ For my own 
part I believe that the whole Bible as it came 
originally from the hands of the inspired writers 
was verbally perfect and without flaw. I believe that 
the inspired writers were infallibly guided by the 
Holy Ghost both in their selection of matter and 
their choice of words. | believe that even now when 
we cannot explain alleged difficulties in Holy Scrip- 
is to blame the interpreter 


absurd! 


ture, the wisest course 





4 but forty men in the world have been made the and not the text, to suspect our own ignorance to 
subjects and the manner of which not one of the be in fault and not any defect in God’s Word. The 
ot forty has described. It stands to reason that the theological system of modern day which delights in 
ror whole question of inspiration, like everything else magnifying the so-called mistakes of the Bible in 
ul supernatural, must necessarily contain much that is explaining away its miraculous narratives, and in 
hy mysterious and much that we cannot explain. But making as little as possible of its Divine character 
h the difficulties of the ‘plenary verbal’ theory appear and supernatural element is a system that I cannot 
us to me mere trifles, compared with those which sur- away with. It robs us of bread and does not give us 
ith und the counter theory of ‘partial inspiration.’ in its place so much as a stone. 
he Once admit the theory that the writers of the Bible 
‘ist ild make mistakes and were not in all things ‘Nothing to my mind is so painful as the patroniz- 
ht guided by the Spirit and I know not where I am. | ing tone of compassion which the modern advocates 
‘y see nothing certain, nothing solid, nothing trust- of ‘partial inspiration,’ adopt in speaking of the 
yrthy in the foundations of my faith. A fog has writers of the Bible. They talk as if St. Paul and 
scended on the Book of God and enveloped every St. John and their companions, were nothing better 
apter in uncertainty! Who shall decide when the than well-meaning pious men, who on some points 
vriters of Scripture made mistakes and when they were greatly mistaken and far below our enlightened 
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age! They speak with pity and contempt of this 
system of divinity which satisfied the master-build- 
ers and giants of the Church in by-gone days! They 
tell us complacently that a new theology is needed 
for our age and that a ‘freer handling’ of the Bible 
with pens untrammelled by the fetters which cum- 
bered former interpreters will produce and is pro- 
ducing wonderful results! I thoroughly distrust these 
new theologians, however learned and plausible they 
may be, and | expect the Church will receive no 
light from them. I see nothing solid in their argu- 
ments and am utterly unmoved by them. I believe 
that the want of our age is not more ‘freer handling 
of the Bible’ but more ‘reverent’ handling, more 
humility, more patient study, and more prayer. | 
repeat my own firm conviction, that no theory of 
inspiration involves so few difficulties as that of 
‘plenary verbal inspiration.’ To that theory I en- 
tirely adhere and on that theory my readers will 
find this Commentary is written.” 


*“When I speak of ‘plenary inspiration, I do 
not for a moment admit the absurd theory that all 
parts of the Bible are equally important. | should 
not dream of saying that the catalogues in Chron- 
icles are as of much value to the Church as the Gos- 
pel of St. John. But I do maintain that all parts of 
the Bible are equally ‘given by the inspiration of 
God,’ and that all are to be regarded as ‘God's 
Word.’ If we do not see the divine character of any 
particular part it is because we have at present no 
eyes to see it. The humblest moss is as much the 
handiwork of God’s Creation as the cedar of Leba- 
non. Yet it would be foolish to say that it is as 
important part of creation. The least verse in the 
Bible is just as truly ‘given by inspiration,’ as the 
greatest. But it does not follow that it is equally 
valuable.” 


Shall We Recognize 
Communist China? 


Slowly, but persistently, there is being built up 
in America a philosophy that the way to deal with 
Communism is to recognize, temporize and “work 
out” a means of adjustment to it so that “we can 
live in the same world at peace.” Negotiation is 
being advanced as the Christian approach to Com- 
munism, 


Man can want a thing so much that he will bring 
himself to justify almost any steps which he thinks 
will bring it about. The American people want 
world peace so much they are prepared to go to 
almost any end to get it. Unfortunately, it would 
seem that the desire of many for peace is that they 
may spend their days in more pleasure and com- 
fortable living. 

In a recent press interview in Los Angeles Dr. 
John A. Mackay expressed the conviction that 
America must find a way to deal directly with 
Communist China and eventually to bring that gov- 
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ernment into the United Nations. This is consis’ »nt 
with Dr. Mackay’s frequently expressed desire © jat 
America recognize Communist China. 


Believing that such a move could prove the f 1a] 
blunder in a succession of blunders by our nat on 
we would suggest the following reasons why we 
should not recognize the present government of 
China on the mainland. 


First of all, nothing but grief, sorrow and loss 
has resulted from our recognition of Russia ir 
1931. The specious argument that “recognition does 
not mean approval,” is as fallacious as saying that 
to shake hands with a criminal does not involve in 


1 


some measure a friendly attitude to the criminal] 

The greatest single ally America has in the world 
is that great host of people in the Communist coun- 
tries who are oppressed by that monstrous evil which 
has enslaved them. Recognition of a Communist 
government goes far to destroy confidence and hope, 
confidence in our essential goodness, and hope of 
future deliverance. 


We should certainly be realistic enough to see 
just what Great Britain has gotten out of recog- 
nition of Communist China: refusal of China to 
accept that recognition and calculated ejection of 
British firms out of China, the last large one being 
forced to close down only a few weeks ago, Further- 
more, British nationals have neither standing nor 
freedom in China today. 


The argument that recognition of China would 
enable America to drive a wedge between Mao and 
Russia is wishful thinking without basis in fact, 
and, should such an eventuality take place—who 
wants Mao on our side? He and his followers are 
convinced and practicing Marxists as much as Con 
the world. We have supplied 
Tito with four billion dollars worth of supplies in 


munists any place in 


t 


the vain hope that he would be our ally against 
Russia. Such allies come at a price too great 


moral compromise for America to justify. 


One wonders what evidence is yet lacking to co 
vince thinking Americans that any compromise with 
Communism is folly. The “new hope” to under 
privileged people which Communism offers has it 


variably turned to the ashes of disillusionment, once 
the Communists’ program is put into effect. The three 


years war in Korea has given the people of East 
Asia time to evaluate Communism. Refugees fror 
the China mainland have detailed the facts an 
these have completely cleared up any false hope 
some might have entertained about the “agraria: 
reformers.” Furthermore, there is a system of espior 
age going on in China which is a constant sourc 
of information to the free peoples of Asia and whic! 
would astonish America if it were fully knowr 
The writer knows this to be a fact and he also per 
sonally saw the most brazen system of espionag 
carried on by the Nationalists right under the nose 
of the unsuspecting Japanese. All of this informa 
tion, filtering down to the thinking people in thx 
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Ea: , makes any talk of American recognition of the 
Co: munist regime in China not only inexplicable 
to hese people but it also makes them seriously 
doubt our judgment on the one hand, and our pro- 
testations of good faith on the other. 


Vhen America reaches the point where she hopes 
to ‘promote peace” by a negotiated settlement with 
Communism, whether it be in Korea, Indo China, 
or in Berlin, she has reached the place for which 
world Communism has been working and for which 
t is fervently hoping. 


(his is primarily a spiritual and moral issue. 
While it is being worked out in the realm of politics, 
its ultimate effect will be felt most in those areas 
having to do with one’s soul and one’s spiritual 
freedom. 


[he words of Dr. K. C. Wu, then Governor of 
Formosa, spoken to the writer less than two years 
ago, need to be often repeated: “What America 
must learn is that this is not primarily a war be- 
tween Communism and democracy; it is basically a 
war between Christianity and the spirit of anti- 
Christ.” 


One compromises with the Devil only to his own 


loss. 


\ nation compromises with Communism also to 
its certain loss—loss of those things which make a 


—L.N.B. 


nation great and good, 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 48 


" ... but they that are sick.” 
(Mark 2:17). 


Why do some well-meaning people caution a visi- 
tor not to “talk religion” to a LOST, SICK SINNER? 
Could any worse thing happen to an unsaved man 
than to die in his unbelief? The closer he is to 
death’s door the greater the urgency to warn him 
and to offer him salvation. Here is the case of a 
Presbyterian elder, rejoicing in his faith and ac- 
eptability as a responsible guardian of God’s sheep, 
vho might have never been saved if a “fisherman”’ 
id not “angled” him when he was desperately ill. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


Sick man. Doctor said he could not live until 
orning. I went to see him. All his family were 
resent—wife, father, mother, brothers were there 
see him die. | went into the room and sat there 
r a while beside the bed of the sick man. The wife 
id said when I went in, (doubtless fearing I 
ight talk ‘‘religion” to him), ““Now Mr. 

careful what you say to Ed; Doctor says he can- 
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not live.” The people in the house were chatting, 
telling tales of different kinds, and laughing, and 
seemed to have no anxious thought for the sick man. 
While I sat there it occurred to me that if Ed could 
stand all this nonsense it couldn’t hurt him to talk 
to him about his soul. So I went to work. 


“Ed, are you a Christian?” “No, Mr. , i 
am not; I’d give anything in the world if I were.” 
I said, “Do you realize that you are a sinner?” 
“Yes, | know I am.” “Do you believe in God?” 
“Yes.”” “Do you believe Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God and the Saviour of the world?” “Yes.” “Do 
you believe that He died for you and can forgive 
your sins?”’ ““Yes.”” “Have you asked Him to for- 
give you?” “Yes, but I don’t know if He will.” 
Then | explained to him the plan of salvation and 
assured him that Jesus Christ would forgive him 
right now and would receive him. I turned to 
Romans 10th chapter and read to him slowly the 
verses 8 to 11. “Do you believe this which I have 
read to you is true?” “Yes, I do.” “Are you willing 
right now to accept Jesus as your Saviour, and 
will you do it?” “Yes, | accept Him with all my 
heart.” (1 thought I was preparing him for death!) 
I said, “Ed, if you should die tonight you can know 
that you are saved; but if you get well it is your 
privilege and duty to join the church.” “Mr. , 
if the Lord lets me get well, I will join the church.” 
We all knelt in prayer. Ed had not slept but little 
for a week. 


That night he slept soundly until 4 a. m. Four 
weeks after that he got up and went back to work, 
and on the following Sunday he was at the church, 
made his public profession of faith in Jesus Christ 
and was baptized. He lived a consistent Christian 
life, was faithful to his church, the congregation 
showing their faith in him by electing him an 
elder. You can never tell. Just sow the seed and 
God takes care of the fruit. 


~(Name Withheld). 


Answers To “Food Quiz” 
(In Last Week's Issue) 
Second Peter - Third Chapter: 


Verse l. No. y oP 4. No. 3— 
v. 3. No. + —v. 5. No. 5—v. 8. No. 6—v. 10. No. 
7 V 17. No 5 Vv. 12. No Gy, 18. 


—W. C. 5S. 


Question No. | 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second semester 
begins January 25, 1054. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 




















































Is Organic Union Of The Presbyterian} : 


Churches To Be Desired ? 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Talladega, Ala. 


Two great branches of the Presbyterian Church 
have been wrestling with the question of organic 
union for a half century, and yet seem quite as far 
from a settlement as they were when the discussion 
began. They have been honest about this business, 
I am sure. Each church has approached the sugges- 
tion of closer relationships with an open mind, time 
and again. They have met in friendly fashion, with 
mutual challenge for generosity and fair dealing 
During all these years no storm has arisen to dis- 
turb a placid sea. 


And yet they have not arrived at a desired haven, 
where their ships may find a common anchorage. 
We wonder why. 


The reason is that neither Church has yet dis- 
covered what the other means by the term, 
union.” 


“organic 
Otherwise, it would have been a silly per- 
formance indeed, for two great bodies of sensible 
men to haggle for a half-century over a plain propo- 
sition. There is evidently some determining cause 
back of the terms used that has not as yet been 
brought to light. Unless there is such a cause, Pres- 
byterianism may be likened to children sitting in the 
markets, and calling unto their fellows, and saying: 
“We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced ; 
we have mourned unto you and ye have not la- 
mented.” 


With this in mind, | am proposing herewith a 
thesis, which may answer the question, at least in 
part. It is that these churches, while using the same 
language in this historic correspondence, are talking 
about two entirely different things. 


In the North the mind pursues its object by 
means of organization. That characteristic was de- 
veloped in the early struggle for existence. It is 
observed in business, in politics, in government. To 
the mind of the man living north of the Ohio River, 
generally speaking, a perfect organization spells 
The result has been the erection of great 
business enterprises and consolidation of parties in 
the field of politics, such as is found nowhere else. 
The mind of the man in the South is, generally 
speaking, meditative. His living has come, in the 
main, directly from the soil. Living has been easier 
for him. For that reason the Carolina mind, for 
instance, differs somewhat from the New England 
mind, 


success. 


Now when we take this characteristic into the 
sphere of religion, we find that it runs true to form 
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In the North the emphasis is laid upon church ad 
ministration ; in the South, it is laid upon doctrine 
Therefore, when Southern Presbyterians speak of 
organic union, they are talking about a unity ir 
belief ; whereas, in the North, in discussing the sam« 
subject, the thought in mind is community in g 
ernment. The development of this different en 
phasis may be discovered in a brief review of th 
history of Presbyterianism reaching back throug 
century and a quarter 


By the close of the Eighteenth Century, the Pres- 
byterian Church found that it was facing what 
seemed to be an impossible task, as it surveyed 
growing cities and communities of the Middle West. 
It saw that churches would have to be built as the 
population advanced its frontier beyond the Alle- 
gheny Mountains. Therefore, the calls for mission- 
aries and for money were pressing. The Presby- 
terian Church also discovered that it was not alone 
in this consciousness of inadequate means for tl 
discharge of its multiplying duties. The Congrega- 
tional Church, its near neighbor, was also under a 
like burden. Out of this mutual need a partnership 
was formed, known in history as “The Plan of 
Union.” 


1e 


“The Plan of Union” was 
effected, and for more than thirty years these sister 
churches were united in their endeavor to overtake 
the growing West with the message of the Gospel 
It was discovered, however that in the main, Cor 

gregational and Presbyterian home 
were not emphasizing the 
ing the Gospel. The Congregational ministers were 
from New England and were followers of what is 
known as the New Haven Theology. The Pres 
byterian ministers were, largely, from Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, and were exponents of what is 
known as the Princeton Theology. The theology of 
Princeton found its center in certain principles th 

were considered essential to the conversion of the 
individual and the spiritual building of the Chure 

The New England theologians, the trainers of Cor 

gregational missionaries, were not inclined to co! 


It was in 1801 that 


missionaries 
same principle in preach- 


sider seriously the principles that were dear to the 


Presbyterian Church. Friction grew between tl 
two schools of thought which culminated in tl 
severing of the relationship in the year 1837. 

of that disturbance grew two parties in the Presb) 
terian Church known as the ‘‘New School” and tl 
“Old School.” The ‘““New School” section adhere 
to the New England system, the “Old School 
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st-utly defending the more strictly Calvinistic posi 
t Within a few months, the two sections wit] 
t Presbyterian Church divided, 


distinct Presbyterian bodies. with names as 


rorming tw 


Che Civil War came on with the result 

ypening year the synods of the South were for 

withdraw from the Old School body. This ex 
cision was caused by the Southern constituency i 
sisting that the bond of fellowship should be belief 
rather than the dictates of an administrative body 

her within or without the Church. From that 

ir to the present, the Southern 


Church has remained an autonomous body. 


de can 
| resbDyterial 


Immediately upon the close of the war, the Pres 
terian Church, | 
ities, and with a depleted membership, owing to 


S.A., facing increased responsi 


he loss of the Southern synods, united within two 
years with the New School Presbyterian Church 
This union was upon the basis of a common ad 
ministration, the question of doctrine being entirel; 
in eclipse. It is, therefore, seen that within ten years 


the great Presbyterian Church had indicated will 
ngness to surrender the greater principle (that of 
doctrine) for the less (that of government). To it 


the system of government had become of more im 


portance than the system of belief. The effect has 
been that today the major idea in the mind of the 
Church is union on the ground of polity rather than 
of the principles of the interpretation of the Word 
of God. 


That which was feared by Dr. Hodge and other 
conservative leaders in the Presbyterian Church hap 
pened, as a result of the union between the New 
School and Old School Cnurches. From the day of 
the union until the present, New School Theology 
has been a disturbing factor in the ranks of that 
church. For instance, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, was a New School seminary. This in- 
stitution was taken into the Presbyterian Church 
without any requirement being made that it change 
ts position in theology. This accounts for the his- 
toric lack of harmony in the Presbyterian Church 
n the East. More than that, every New School 
seminary became a center of theological ferment. 
Out of these hotbeds influences inimical to the tra 
litions of Presbyterianism have reached the re- 
motest bounds of the Church. 


Since the union with the New School, the Pres- 
yyterian Church has acted consistently with the 
stand taken in 1866. For instance, it absorbed the 
Cumberland Church in the early years of the 
Cwentieth Century. Calvinism was not the system 
f the Cumberland Church. Had that been the case, 
there never would have been a Cumberland Church. 
Che break in 1816, which resulted in their separa- 
tion from the Mother Church, was wholly on doc- 


trinal grounds. This new Church adopted, in large 


measure, the Arminian System of Theology. This 
s not said to disparage the reason for existence of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. It was a 
great body of earnest and industrious advocates of 
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the Gospel. In the almost one hundred years of its 


history, it made no small contribution to the build- 
ng of the Kingdom, particularly in the Southwest. 
We are simply saying that when it united with the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., the union was upon 
no theological basis whatever. The fact is, the last 
noderator of the Cumberland Assembly, Judge 
\W. E. Settle, was made to believe that the union 
vould be upon the adoption of Cumberland theol- 
toto. The point that we are undertaking to 

ike here is that the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
gives no emphasis to any form of belief when the 
hour for merging other denominations arrives. It is 
no wonder then that it proclaims its readiness to 
unite with any Protestant body upon a merely gov- 


rnmental basis. 


t let all Presbyterian 
Churches unite in accord with the idea expressed 


It mav be asked, why n 


ibove. The answer is, that while we might have 
onsolidation in such a project as that, consolidation 
no sense union. Christianity is a doctrine ; it 


nterpretation of the Christian story; it is the 
method by which an unsaved man discovers the 
meaning of Christ’s death. Therefore, the essential 
siness of Christianity is to proclaim a message of 
salvation. In other words, the atonement of Jesus 
Christ is the throbbing heart of the Church and a 
removal of that doctrine from the center of the life 
of the Church is destructive to the mission of Chris- 
tianity. While in large measure the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., promotes Christianity through that 
message, vet by the carelessness of its actions for 
fifty years it has permitted many voices, hostile to 
this heart message, to be raised within its body. 
Cherefore, the Presbyterian Church is not at one 
on a basis of belief. The situation, as it is today 
within that body, justifies the answer that there is 
no organic union within the Presbyterian Church 
tself. Because of these variant voices there are vari- 
ous parties within the Church as divergent as the- 
ological poles can separate them. These divisions, 
running through the whole Church, affect the har- 
mony of belief and action. It is true that the Pres- 
byterian form of government is seen presiding over 
these various schools of thought, but even that ef- 
fective administrative agency has never yet been able 
to coerce all the factions into a semblance of unity. 


+ 


Is this article prompted by hostility to the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A.? By no means. On the 
other hand, it is the finding of one whose high de- 
sire is for a fellowship that is above all agencies 
erected at the behest of those who have not yet 
caught the meaning of the words of our Lord when 
He prayed, “That they may all be one.”” Our Lord 
was not praying for church union. He was praying 
that the hearts of all believers might be knit to- 
gether. The schemes of men will never bring that 


about, 


Another question may be asked: Is Protestantism, 
then, a failure? By no means. The glory of Protes- 
tantism is unity in diversity. Presbyterians and 
Baptists and Lutherans and Episcopalians and 
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Methodists and all other Protestant denominations 
are already one, in so far as they love a common 
Lord and strive together for bringing the message 
of His salvation to all people. 


For a worthy type of union the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church has always stood. The clouds of 
civil war had hardly disappeared when the Southern 
Association announced itself ready for a reunion, 
provided such union could be brought about as 
would eventuate a unity of belief and purpose. This 
was near accomplishment in 1882, and would have 
been effected within a year had it not been for the 
message to the Southern Assembly known as the 
“Herrick Johnson Rider.” That message voiced an 
immeasurable mistrust, an unwillingness to treat 
for union except upon the grounds of confession of 
the sin of schism on the part of the Southern breth- 
ren, with the implied accusation that the Southern 
Assembly was devoid of the spirit of truth or of 
honest dealing. In face of that message, the South- 





ern Association renewed the proposal for uni 
and immediately appointed delegates to confer w h 
appointees from the Northern Church with that n 
view. Throughout all the succeeding years, * \e 
Southern Church has held itself entirely ready to 
enter into a union that would be born of muti al 
trust, that would be upon a basis of common fai‘ h, 
and of interpretation of the historic symbols of te 
Church, and that would give major place to tie 
proclamation of the gospel of Christ. That is i 
that it has asked. Mere administrative arrangements 
will never produce the form of union that is ple 
ing to the Master: and the Southern Assem 
knows it. 
eee e 
Reprints of this article available at 
$1.00 per hundred postpaid. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MARCH 7 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Rassing of Lazarus 


Background Scripture: John 11:1-54. 
Devotional Reading: Luke 7:11-23. 


As a starting point for the study of this lesson I wish to take verse +: When Jesus heard that, He said 
This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby 
Of all the miracles, or signs, which John records, this is in many ways the most convincing. It was wrought 
for the glory of God and the glory of His Son, in order that men might believe in Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. I want to emphasize again that this is the declared purpose of all that John writes. There are man 


subsidiary lessons which we may well notice as we 
proceed, but the central lesson in all is this: that 


we might believe. It is an interesting story and 
throws light upon the character of both Mary and 
Martha, as well as revealing the sympathy of our 


Master with those who sorrow. 


I. Jesus’ Delay in Going to the 
Aid of Mary and Martha: 1-19. 


The two sisters sent word to Jesus about the ill- 
ness of their brother and were no doubt perplexed 
and hurt when He did not immediately come to 
their aid. When He heard therefore that he was 
sick, He abode two days still in the same place 
where He was. I suppose that the disciples won- 
dered, too, why He did not go at once, although 
when He suggested going they remonstrated with 
Him for He would be returning to Judea where the 
people had lately tried to stone Him. Verse 16 re- 
veals the pessimistic character of Thomas, but his 
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loyalty, also, as he said, Let us also go, that we 
may die with Him. 


God’s delays in answering our prayers often pet 
plex us. Why does He not respond at once to ou! 
appeals? Often we cannot understand, and feel like 
the Psalmist seemed to feel when he exclaimed, Di 
not tarry, O my God. God always has a good reason 
tor His delays. Jesus had a good reason in this in 
stance. The outcome would strengthen the faith of 
all concerned, and give a most convincing proof of 
His Deity. Often in the Old Testament we art 
exhorted to “wait on the Lord,” and this sometimes 
means to wait until the right hour has come. He 
can see all the future; He knows what He will do. 
Delay tests our faith. God waited a long time be- 
fore He fulfilled His promise to Abraham that his 
seed should be as the stars, and as the sand on the 
seashore. Abraham got tired of waiting and tried 
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ke matters into his own hands, which resulted 
rrow and heartaches in his home. It is always 


ves! tO “wait patiently for the Lord.” We often 


get in a hurry; God never does. 


I]. The Meeting with the Sisters 
wh ) 

The meeting with Martha. Martha’s faith 
seers to stand the test better than Mary’s. She went 
to meet Jesus, while Mary sat still in the house. 
There is a touch of reproach and also of faith, in 
her greeting: Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. But I know, that even now, 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give 
it thee. Her faith seems a bit imperfect, but there 
is some faith. When He tells her that her brother 
will rise again, she says, I know that he will rise in 
the resurrection at the last day. Then Jesus gives 
her one of the great | AM’s of this gospel: | am 
the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in 
me, although he were dead, yet shall he live: And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this? In reply Martha makes a 
learcut statement of her faith: Yea, Lord: I be- 
eve that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, 
which should come into the world. 


( 
1 
il 


Do we really believe these blessed words of Jesus 
Christ? If we do, then life will take on an entirely 
new meaning for us. If we will turn back to chap 
ter 5 we will see more clearly the full meaning of 
these words. There He speaks of two resurrections ; 
the resurrection of souls dead in sin, and the resur 
rection of the body at the last day. (1) In verse 
25 of that chapter we read: The hour is coming and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear shall live. This 
evidently is the resurrection of souls dead in sin. 
Many such souls heard His voice while He was on 
earth, and lived. He that hath the Son hath life 
2) In verses 28-29 of chapter 5 He 
speaks of the resurrection of the bodies of those 
who are in the ground 


here and now. 


their souls are not in the 
grave): “For the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall 
me forth: they that have done good, unto the 
surrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
nto the resurrection of damnation” (judgment). 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life in both of 
ese ways: He raises dead souls to life here and 
ww, if they will receive Him as Saviour; He will 
se our dead bodies to life when He comes in the 
ouds at the last day, for the trumpet shall sound, 
nd the dead in Christ shall rise first, etc. (See | 
yrinthians 15). 


2. The meeting with Mary. Martha goes to call 

Viary secretly, saving to her, The Master is come 
nd calleth for thee. Mary greets Him with the 
ime words that Martha had used, except the last 
irt. | suppose that the two sisters had said that 
» themselves more than once: If He had been 
ere, our brother would not have died. 
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II. 
33-44. 


The Scene at the Grave 


lhere are several lessons that we can learn from 


Is scene 


|. ‘The Sympathy of Jesus for those in sorrow and 
listress: He groaned; He was troubled; He wept. 
lhe shortest verse in the Bible is one of the sweet- 
est, for in these two words we see the heart of 
Jesus. The Tears of Jesus make us realize more 
clearly His complete “oneness” with us when our 
sorrows come upon us. His tears also show His 
compassion for sinners; He not only wept at the 
grave with those whom He loved, those bereaved 
triends of His, but He wept over the wicked city 
of Jerusalem. They show that He was a real man. 
He wept in the Garden with “strong crying and 
tears,’ as His human nature faced the ordeal of 
drinking the bitter cup filled with the sins of the 
world. Yes, we are drawn very close to the “heart 
ot God” as we see the Son of God in tears. 

2. Jesus never does for us what we can do for 
ourselves. Before He called Lazarus forth from the 
grave He commanded: “Take ye away the stone.” 
Man can often “take away” some stone which may 
pe hindering some sinner trom coming to the 
Saviour; some “stone of stumbling, or rock of of- 
fense.”” We cannot give life; that is the super- 
natural work of God; but we can remove the ob- 
stacles which stand in the way of the lost. May 
we keep our lives free from anything which might 
ottend one of these little ones.’’ After He had 
called Lazarus from the grave He said, “Loose 
lim, and let him go. There are things we can do 
for those who have been saved: we can remove the 
p them to get rid of the 
old remnants of sin and encourage them in the new 


lite they are to live 


rrave clothes: we can hel 


3. The power of Jesus as He calls Lazarus forth 
trom the grave, is the power of God. His simple 
prayer shows His oneness with the Father. He cried 
with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. Someone 
has said, that, if He had not specified Lazarus by 

ume, all the dead would have responded. We can- 


1f course, but we do know 
ill be heard in that Day and ALL 
will respond. This miracle, or sign, is but a fore- 
runner of the final resurrection. The voice of Jesus 
s the voice of God. In connection with this miracle 
t would be well to read the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians which gives the details of this 
resurrection in logical form. Then, too, we ought 
to read | Thessalonians 4:14-18 and Revelation 
20:11-15. Our Catechism sums it all up in two 
beautiful answers. (See Shorter Catechism, 37 and 


35 


not be sure of that 


th it His voice W 


IV. The Effect of the Sign 
47 To 


5 


j i 


Like all the other signs, there is a two-fold re- 
the reaction of Faith, and the reaction of 
Unbelief. The same sun which melts the wax hard- 


action ; 
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ens the clay. Some minds and hearts were melted 
and believed; others were hardened even harder. 
Then many of the Jews - - believed on Him. I sup- 
pose that the raising of Lazarus caused more people 
to believe than any other miracle. The supernatural 
is so evident, and the witnesses were many. The 
dead man had been in the grave long enough for 
decomposition to have set in. Only the almighty 
power of God can do what was done in this instance. 


We come now to the sad part of the story; the 
effect upon the Pharisees. 


They saw and realized that He had wrought 
many miracles. (vs. 47). They could not dispute 
the facts; they were too many and too plain. They 
also saw that these miracles were having a tre- 
mendous effect upon the people, for they said, If 
we let Him thus alone, all men will believe on 
Him. Then they add a very strange and illogical 
note, which was meant to appeal to the mob of 
fanatical Jews; The Romans will come and take 
away both our place and our nation. This is just 
the opposite of what they said to Pilate when they 
held Jesus up as the rival of Caesar. 





We have a strange statement of Caiaphas: it is 
expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not. Even 
a wicked man can pronounce words of prophecy, as 
we see from the case of Balaam in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


Then from that day forth they took counsel to- 
gether for to put Him to death, and in their bitter 
hatred even sought to put Lazarus to death again 
(see chapter 12:10-11). There are no limits to 
which unbelief and envy and hatred will lead men. 


We often are astonished because people will 1 ot 
believe. Why do they not believe? Why will men 
and women accept and “swallow down” the most 
outlandish and unreasonable, and absurd theories 
that men concoct, and refuse to accept the truths 
of the Bible? These and other questions find an 
answer in the reaction of these proud Pharisees. 
They only hated Him the more as the evidence be- 
comes overwhelming. They wILL NOT BELIEVE. The 
evidence only made them more stubborn. “Unbelief 
is the only sin that damns,” said Luther. BEWARE 
OF UNBELIEF! 








YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 7 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





“A Christian - A Misstonary” 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Soldiers Of Christ, Arise” 
Prayer 


Scripture: Acts 1:1-11 

Hymn: “Ye Christian Heralds, Go Proclaim” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


For nearly a month now we have been discussing 
missionaries and the mission enterprise in our pro- 
grams. Perhaps we ought to have defined the words 
mission and missionary at the very beginning of 
this unit of programs. I imagine, though, that we 
have gone about making the definition of the words 
in the right way after all. If I should call on you 
without warning to tell what a missionary is in a 
very few words, you might have difficulty, but I 
am sure you know what a missionary is. You could 
tell what a missionary does, and you could tell the 
qualifications a missionary must possess. These facts 
make up a practical definition, and that is the way 
we have been considering mission work, from the 
practical side. This practical knowledge about these 
servants of Christ will be more worthwhile to us 
than the best dictionary definition. 
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Since we have already made the practical ap- 
proach to the subject, I believe it will be a good 
idea to look into the dictionary definition of the 
words “mission” and “missionary.” Both words 
come from a Latin word which means “to send.” A 
missionary, then, is one who is sent, and the mis- 
sion is the undertaking which he is sent to do. In 
the Christian sense, a missionary is one who is sent 
out by God, and the Christian mission is to tell 
the people of the world of the salvation from sin 
which God has provided through Christ. We have 
already discovered from some of our other studies 
that there are many phases of this task, and con- 
sequently, there are many types of missionaries; 
evangelistic, medical, educational, industrial, and 
agricultural. There are these and many others, but 
they all have one main mission, one primary put- 
pose, to make Christ known unto the salvation of 
the lost. All missionaries have this in common. 


Our topic tonight, “A Christian — A Mission- 
ary,” is stated like a mathematical equation, and 
that is the way I want us to think of it. A Christian 
equals a missionary. We do not usually think of it 
that way, but it is true. A Christian is a missionary. 
This is not some recent discovery. It is old as the 
Bible. When you read. Matthew 28:19, a direct 
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command, “Go Ye,” jumps up to your eyes from 
the printed page. I believe the Holy Spirit meant 
for us to take that command personally and seri- 
ously. The Christian is a missionary because he has 
been sent by God. The mission on which every 
Christian is sent is the same as that of the foreign 
missionaries, to help make Christ known as the 
Saviour of the world from sin. 


Our speakers will suggest two practical ways for 


us as young people to fulfill our mission on which 
God has sent us. 


First Speaker: 


There are two kinds of missionaries, foreign and 
local. God wants all of us to be local missionaries 
here and now. It may be that God will call some of 
our young people to serve Him on the foreign field, 
but He does not want them to wait until they 
arrive on some distant shore to begin witnessing for 
Him. Likewise, the rest of us are not excused from 
witnessing just because we have not been called out 
for foreign service. God has given us knowledge 
of His salvation through Christ. God sends us into 
our homes and our schools and our social contacts 
with that message, and our task is to make it known. 
That is our mission, and that is why we say that a 
Christian equals a missionary. 


Just as there are many ways of proclaiming the 
guspel in a foreign mission station, so there are 
many ways of your bearing witness in your lives. 
Young people do not like the idea of seeming 
“preachy” to their associates. You can bear faithful 
witness to the Lord in many ways without seeming 
like a “holy Joe.” One boy, who never tried to 
appear “overly pious,” invited a friend to go with 
him to Sunday School and Youth meetings. He was 
so faithful and so genuinely gracious in his invita- 
tions that the friend accepted and later accepted 
Christ and became active in the church himself. A 
girl, who never acted “holier than thou,” was a 
faithful witness to the Lord when she refused to 
go to a party which conflicted with a service at her 
church. God can use your simple invitations, your 
words of encouragement, and your acts of loyalty 
tc influence lives and to save souls. Your mission 
is to witness for Him in every way that you can. 
If you are a Christian, you are also a missionary. 


Second Speaker: 


There is another way in which every Christian 
» a missionary. You might say that many of us are 
n ssionaries by representation. When God calls a 
rson to serve Him as a missionary in Africa or 
--azil or Korea, He also calls on many people in 
> church at home to help send that missionary. 
e young people are sharing in the preaching and 
iching of the Gospel in Ometepec, Mexico as 
> money we have contributed is used for the sup- 
rt of that work. God may send some of us to the 
reign field. If He does, we ought to go as joyously 
d as zealously as the many missionaries we al- 
idy know. God will very likely send some of us 


_. 
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into business so that we may make money and serve 
Him by supporting those who bear the Gospel to 
the heathen. This latter is just as much a mission 
as the former. The only difference is that often- 
times those who make the money are not as faith- 
ful to their task as are those who carry the Gospel. 
Whether you go to China or work on the farm or in 
the factory, you are a missionary if you are a 
Christian. 


I have saved the most important way of sharing 
in mission work until last. That is the way of 
prayer. Not all of us can go to the uttermost parts 
of the world with the message of Christ and His 
love and eternal life. Not all of us will be able to 
contribute large sums of money for the support of 
the mission enterprises. But all of us are able to 
pray. We are not limited in this respect. It is 
something that we young people can do just as well 
as older people. It is something which we do not 
have to wait until we are grown to do, We can do 
it now. We are inspired by the devotion of our mis- 
sionaries to their work. Let us determine to be just 
as faithful in our prayers for them and their work, 
because we are missionaries too. 
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Women’s Work 


Martha And Mary 


A Story In Jesus’ Love—And Their Truth 
(Part IIT) 


If now we study the third act in this charming 
drama, the anointing of Jesus by Mary, it seems 
as though Jesus’ conversations with the sisters had 
included the teaching concerning His own death 
and resurrection. Martha laid hold of the one facet 
in her appeal for the raising of Lazarus, and Mary 
now anoints His body for its entombment. She 
could not prevent His death, she made a supreme 
effort to honour the body that was to suffer and 
die for her. This does not seem to be the same 
anointing as that recorded in the seventh of Luke. 
But of the two it has been aptly said: 





“Man’s hasty lips would both reprove— 
One for the stain of too much sin, 
One for the waste of too much love, 

But both availed His smile to win.” 


Men said, why the destruction of all this value, 
why not the poor? Jesus said the poor ye have al- 
ways, but ME ye have not always. Mary had be- 
lieved Him when He told her of His approaching 
death, and she and she alone anointed His precious 
body for its awful ordeal. 


Shall we, then, permit Tennyson to recount IN 
MemoriaM that supper in Bethany six days before 
the passover? 


“From every house the neighbors met, 

The streets were fill’d with joyful sound, 
A solemn gladness even crown’d 

The purple brows of Olivet. 


“Behold a man raised up by Christ! 
The rest remained unreveal’d; 
He told it not, or something seal’d 
The lips of that Evangelist. 


XXXII 


“Her eyes are homes of silent prayer, 
No other thought her mind admits 
But he was dead and there he sits, 
And He that brought him back is there. 


“Then one deep love doth supersede 
All other, when her ardent gaze 
Roves from the living brother’s face 

And rests upon the Life indeed. 


“All subtle thought, all curious fears, 
Borne down by a gladness so complete, 
She bows, she bathes the Saviour’s feet 

With costly spikenard and with tears. 
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“Thrice blest whose lives are faithful prayers, 
Whose loves in higher love endure; 
What souls possess themselves so pure, 

Or is there blessedness like theirs?” 


While we are garnering the truth so exquisitely 
expressed, we must be on our guard, even here, 
against the danger of poetic license. As Kipling is 
strongly anti-Mary, so Tennyson may be mildly 
anti-Martha. In the eleventh of John it is Martha 
more than Mary who grasps and holds on to Jesus’ 
power in prayer (11:22) and to which our Lord 
responds (11:41-42). As Mary helped Martha i: 
the first scene, so Martha helped Mary in the sec- 
ond. Each, on occasion, strengthened the others 
hand in God. One’s faith was purer or stronger ia 
one scene, the other in the other. In the third scene, 
one expressed her love in service, the other in devo- 
tion. Martha! even your Lord came not to be 
served but to serve. He who was in the form of 
God took the form of a slave. Mary! you gave the 
best that you had to anoint the body He gave for 
you and your salvation. Perhaps, then, the poet 
ought to have concluded not only of Mary, but of 
each sister, at different times, and in different ways: 


“Her hands are quicked unto good, 
O, sacred be the flesh and blood 
To which she links a truth divine!” 


For our Lord Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
Mary, and His loving presence moved in the hearts 
of both, kindling in those dear spirits faith and 
hope and love. —Wnm. Childs Robinson. 





Help The Hopeless 


Coline Gunn, a missionary of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S., tells of a Japanese Christian 
woman who became concerned about the number 
of suicides at the Suma railroad crossings. She 
erected a sign, “Wait a minute! God is Love. See 
Mrs. Jo before you take your life.” The sign at- 
tracted so many women—cast-outs because they had 
no sons, widows with no means of support for their 
children, young girls sold to houses of prostitution, 
or other women in distress—that she could not meet 
their needs. She spoke with friends about her work 
and formed the Kobe Woman’s Christian Welfare 
Association. An orphanage and home where mothers 
and children could live in tiny one-room apartments 
and kindergarten to care for the children of work- 
ing mothers were built. 


—Christian World Facts. 





“Who Will Help Us?” 


Dr. Frank C. Laubach, who has been spreading 
a personal campaign of literacy around the world 
for more than 20 years, recently had something im- 
portant to say to the women of America, so he 
wrote a letter to the “Ladies’ Home Journal.” As 
published in the January issue of the magazine, 
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tle letter calls on readers to “help Americans and 
their allies to see the truth” because “we are losing 
Asia and Africa at an appalling rate.” 


“Why is Asia capitulating?” the letter asks. 
“Hunger, destitution, misery, disease, debt, despair 
—-these make perfect soil for the communist seeds 
of blind hate and false promises. The illiterate two- 
thirds of the human race at the bottom, with whom 
I live and work, formerly submitted in sullen 
silence. They submit no longer. They say, ‘We 
have been hungry long enough.’ They reach up a 
hand asking, ‘Who will help us?? Anybody who 
offers to take that hand can have them, even if he 
lies.” 


‘ 


‘,.. 1am numb with the awfulness of this peril. 
I feel lonesome, for hardly anybody I meet sees 
this as clearly as I see it. We labor under a big 
handicap—Europe’s history. The white men have 
exploited the Asiatic masses and are still exploiting 
the misery of Africans. Many white men cling to 
their exploitation until they are forced to let go. 
Too many facts, past and present, give the lie to 
our statement that we are now interested unselfishly 
in helping people out of hunger. Only deeds can 
prove we are Asia’s friends . . . 


“Is hunger the great enemy? We must help them 
produce more food. Is disease the great enemy? We 
must teach them how to keep well. Is ignorance 
blocking progress? We must teach them to read 
what will help them progress . . . We attack the 
Russian lies, but offer no substitute. We boast about 
our progress and wealth, failing to realize that 
starving people envy and hate the rich man—unless 
he helps them.” 


—From Religious News Weekly. 


Church News 


Dr. W. M. McIntosh 


Resolutions By First Church Of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
On The Death Of Their Pastor. 


Wuereas, it has pleased our Heavenly Father 
to translate from His earthly vineyard to His eter- 
n:| Kingdom our revered and greatly beloved Pas- 
tor, Dr. W. M. McIntosh, who was not only an 
e>emplary husband and father in his own house- 
hc ld, but who was a spiritual father to our Church, 
wich he ever faithfully and devotedly served for 
th rty-five years; and 








WHEREAS, all his faculties of mind and strength 
0! body were fully consecrated to the love and wor- 
sh p of God and to the needs of humanity ; and 


Wuereas, though himself often “a man of sor- 
r vs and acquainted with grief” he stood strong 
ar | immovable in the holy faith of our Fathers and 
w vered not in following “the path of the just that 
sh nes more and more unto the perfect day” ; and 
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WueErEAs, his stalwart character; magnetic per- 
sonality; profound learning; wisdom and ability; 
humility that exalts and simplicity and sincerity 
that accompany true greatness, inspired the love 
and admiration of those who knew him; 


Now, THEREFORE, Be it resolved that we forever 
cherish the memory of his spiritually inspirational 
life among us; and 


Be Ir FurruHer resolved that we extend to his 
family and relatives our sincerest sympathy in their 
sorrow and that we commend them to the loving 
care of Him in Whom he so implicitly trusted and 
Whose faithfui and true Ambassador he was; 


Be Ir FurtuHer resolved that a copy of these 
Resolutions be spread upon our Minutes and that a 
copy be sent tu the family and to the press. 


—George W. Currie 
Travis H. Boykin 
Howard S. Williams 
R. C. Cook 


Committee. 





Fire Broke Out 


A small blaze in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Branson, Mo., on Sunday morning, January 3rd, 
totally destroyed a persistent mortgage that had 
flourished and defied the church’s finances for some- 
time. Not only did the flames eliminate the church 


debt, but the church has released the Home Mis- 


sions Committee from further financial aid and is 


going on its own. Eighty two members have been 
added since July, 1952, and the Sunday School, 
under management of Supt. Chas. R. Biggs, assisted 
by Miss Lee Anna Scott, is growing by leaps and 
bounds. Rev. W. Howard Blazer is the pastor. 





General Fund And Interchurch Agencies 
Comparative Statement of Receipts 
April 1, 1953 - December 31, 1953 
The General Fund 


APPROVED AMOUNT PERCENT 
CHURCH YEAR ASKINGS RECEIVED RECEIVED 


Apr. 1, 52-Mar. 31, 53 $589,185 $363,750.83 61.73 
Apr. 1, ’53-Dec. 31, 53 525,247 348,532.58 66.35 


Interchurch Agencies 


APPROVED AMOUNT PERCENT 
CHURCH YEAR ASKINGS RECEIVED RECEIVED 
Apr. 1, ’52-Mar. 31, 53 $20,000 $15,304.77 76.52 


Apr. 1, '53-Dec. 31, °53 15,750 13,268.69 84.24 
—E. C. Scott, Treasurer 





LITTLE JETTS YOUTH TALES 
Wade C. Smith 
Price $2.00 — Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville... North Carolina 
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Mr. Harvey Granville Davis, Sr. 


Mr. Harvey Granville Davis, Sr., churchman 
and businessman of Charleston, West Virginia, died 
February 2, 1954, following a brief illness. He was 
“fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” and was “Not 
slothful in business.” On April 7, 1912, he united 
with the First Presbyterian Church and served as 
an Elder in that church from May 13, 1928, until 
the time of his death. 


There is much that could be said about such a 
devoted layman if one should attempt to detail the 
multiplicity of his interests. He was a big man with 
a big heart and he expressed the largeness of his con- 
cern with a love for people which grew out of his 
love for Christ. The many Negroes and others from 
all walks of life who attended the funeral service 
at the First Presbyterian Church on Friday, Febru- 
ary 5, gave evidence that they were there not only 
to pay their respects to their employer but also to 
express their sorrow at the loss of a friend. He loved 
people, and many men and women felt the comfort 
of his concern. He was interested in people, not for 
what they had, or who they were, but for what they 
could become through the Grace of God. 


Though he participated in many business, social 
and civic affairs, he was best known for his religious 
convi ~‘ons. His minister spoke of him as “one who 
was famous for his faith.” He was interested in 
all the affairs of his church but was primarily de- 
voted to the McCorkle Bible Class which he had 


served at one time as President and later as teacher. 
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His enthusiasm for the building of chapels and out 
posts claimed his attention as a member of the Ses- 
sion Committee on Congregational Home Missions 
The organization of four new churches in a period 
of five years speaks eloquently of the manner in 
which he and others gave themselves to this cause. 
Another major interest was in the recruiting o: 
young men for the gospel ministry. One of his las- 
acts as an Elder was to welcome two more candi- 
dates from his church who will enter Seminary in 
the Fall. He gloried in the seven candidates from 
his church who have committed themselves to th: 
gospel ministry in the last few years. Space will nct 
permit the telling of the contributions he made 
through the establishing of a noon-day Bible cla:s 
for men which met in a downtown hotel and his 
enthusiasm for visitation evangelism. Here was a 
man who knew the meaning of “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.” 
He was famous for his faith. 


There was no question about the faith for which 
he was famous. It was the Christian faith. He knew 
Christ as Lord and Saviour and found opportunities 
to make Him known. Though his death came as a 
shock, the loss was eased by the knowledge that we 
would do no honor to the one who had gone unless 
we said farewell in the confidence of the same faith 
for which he was famous. The faith for which he 
was famous gave him, and gives us, the courage that 
is found in fellowship with the One who said, “I 
am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live... ” 


As a businessman, Mr. Davis owned and oper- 
ated the Charleston Milling Company, he was Vice- 
President of the Quincy Dairy Company and a 
Director of the Kanawha Valley Bank, and a direc- 
tor of The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


He was interested in civic affairs and indicated 
that interest through his relationship to the Rotary 
Club, of which he was a charter member and a 
Past President. 


He was born at Norfolk, Virginia, on February 
20, 1885, and came to Charleston in 1904. His first 
wife, Mrs. Agnes Ronan Davis, died in 1944. In 
1946, he married the former Miss Dorcas Dickin- 
son, the daughter of Mr. John L. Dickinson of 
Charleston. 





LISTEN TO THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES 


Sunday, February 28 
Topic: 

“Is It Right To Love 
Yourself?” 
Speaker: 

Dr. John A. Redhead 
Consult Local Station 
For Time 
Write For Copies Of 
Messages 





Division Of Radio & Television — Atlanta, Ga. 
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Missions On The Firing Line 


(B. ginning a series of informing articles by Rev. 
Joe B. Hopper, one of our Missionaries to Korea.) 


(Luke 4:16-21; Psalm 67.) 


Our pioneer missionaries to Korea sixty years ago 
had only the heathen to deal with. Now there are 
guerillas, refugees, orphans, GIs, POWs, and still 
plenty of heathen. The modern missionary works 
with an independent Korean Presbyterian Church 
whose membership is approaching one million. He 
labors alongside hundreds of splendid native lead- 
ers, many of them trained in mission schools. This 
mushrooming organization has plenty of problems 
and headaches, which our Korean friends bring to 
the missionary for advice and solution. This makes 
poor material for missionary addresses and articles, 
but it occupies far more of his time than you might 
suppose—a gratifying tribute to the high regard of 
the Korean Christian for the place of the mission- 
ary in helping to establish the Church in Korea. 
During these war years other matters have increased 
the pressure per square foot of missionary—such as 
the drawn-out “police action,” the dawdling peace- 
talks, dubious money values, a diminished mission- 
ary personnel, and the ever-uncertain future. Yet 
physical service is being rendered, the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ proclaimed, and the Kingdom of God 
established. 


Guerillas 


Our work is far south of the battle fields of cen- 
tral Korea, yet it may be described as “missions 
on the firing line” for the struggle with communism 
directly affects our work. When [ returned to 
Korea in the fall of 1951, communist guerillas con- 
trolled the mountain area of our territory. Bands 
of fifty or a hundred guerillas were raiding villages 
and towns to burn, plunder, and kill. It was unsafe 
for missionaries to travel in three-fourths of the 
province where I work. Korean police and soldiers 
gradually brought these guerillas under control so 
that it became safe for us to travel designated routes 
by daylight. This sometimes meant pushing the jeep 
to the limit in order to reach our destination before 
night-fall. Jeep tires and springs don’t last long 
under such conditions, and we sometimes wondered 
about the missionary! Often, as we bounced along 
a rocky road winding down a dark valley as the 
evering shadows lengthened, we thought of the 
words of the Psalmist, ‘““Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil for Thou art with me.” Last summer in a dar- 
ing daylight raid, guerillas ambushed and burned 
eig! t coaches of a main-line train often travelled 
by our missionaries, killing about 45 people, in- 
clu: ing two GI guards. Yet in spite of almost daily 
tra: el throughout this area, not one of our mission- 
aric- has ever been involved in serious guerilla 
acti ity. Surely the Lord has been with us! 


_Cur Korean Christian friends often suffered ter- 
tibl) at the hands of guerillas who burn their homes 
and churches and steal all they have. In the fall of 
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1951, guerillas hit a town south of our city. They 
burned out a section of the town, including the 
church, and carried off the young evangelist as a 
hostage. He was more fortunate than some, for 
after three weeks in captivity he fell into the hands 
of a guerilla chieftan who had been raised in a 
Christian home. This man took pity on him and 
ordered him released. The young evangelist re- 
turned home, gathered his congregation, rebuilt 
his church, and has now entered the Presbyterian 
Seminary to prepare himself for the Gospel minis- 
try. I am glad to report that the guerilla menace 
has now lessened so that missionaries can work 
throughout our entire area. 


Only One Faith And Hope 
By Martin A. Hopkins 
Only One Book! 
And in that Book God has made known His 


will, 
Has showed to man his sinful heart, and revealed 
The cure for every ill. 


(II Tim. 3:14-17; Rev. 22:18, 19; Psalm 19: 
7-14; 119:9, 11, 18, 89, 105; Jer. 17:9; Mk. 7:20, 
21; Heb. 4:12, 13; Psalm 103:3-5). 2 


Only One Christ! 


And to that Christ the Father draws every eye, 
And bids them look, and in that looking live, 
That they no more may die. 
(John 1:32-34; 3:14-16; 5:26; 11:25; Num. 
21:9; Lk: 9:35; Acts 4:11). 


Only One Way! 


One Way for all the weary wanderers, 
Returning from a thousand various parts 
Through earth’s long stormy years. 


(John 14:6; Matt. 11:28; 14:30-33; Isa. 35:5- 
10; 43:5-7; 45:22). 


Only One Cross! 


And to that Cross He leadeth all His own; 
Round it they kneel, and healing ever falls 
Upon each sinful one 
(John 1:29, 36; 6:44, 53, 54-58, 68, 69; Isa. 
53:5-8, 10, 11; Lk. 23:42, 43; John 12:32; Gal. 
6:14). 


Only One Flock! 


And to that Flock the Shepherd brings His sheep, 
In pastures green, by waters still to rest, 
With rod and staff to keep. 
(Isa. 40:10; Psalm 23; John 10:11-16 in A. S. 
V.; Heb. 13:20). 


Only One Hope! 


That all the wars on earth at last shall cease 
When Christ the King of glory comes again 
To reign as Prince of Peace. 
(Psa. 24:7-10; Isa. 9:5-7; 11:10; Zech. 6:13; 
Titus 2:13; Heb. 9:27, 28). 
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Only One City! 


And to that City His loved ones come, 
Brought by Himself to find in it forever 
Their safe and blessed Home. 


(Heb. 11:10, 14-16; Rev. 21:2-5, 10-13). 
Only One Heaven! 


Into whose glory He His own doth call, 
Where is no sin, but all is joy and light, 
And Christ is all in all. 
(John 14:1-3; 17:24; Heb. 12:18, 22-24; Rev. 
21:22, 23; 22:1-5). 


This poem was written by Horatius Bonar; but 
stanzas one and six are added, the order rearranged, 
some verses slightly altered, and Scripture refer- 
ences appended. 
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“The Recovery Of Humanity” 


By James D. Smart. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. Price $2.50. 


The author’s premise in this volume is that some- 
thing very serious is wrong with humanity in our 
day, both inside and outside the churches. He de- 
scribes it as a sickness in which the distinctive hu- 
man qualities of man have begun to lose their vital- 
ity or as a confusion of man about himself in which, 
having ceased to understand the “whence” of his 
humanity, he sees the darkness of inhumanity com- 
ing upon this world and does not know where to 
turn for help. He holds that the battle of our age 
is between humanity and inhumanity. 


Underlying each of these sermons is the convic- 
tion that the Christian gospel addresses itself unique- 
ly to the very situation in which man finds him- 
self. The author says, “In itself, it is the story of 
the birth of a true humanity and from it can be 
learned, not only how the ailing man of our day 
may recover his humanity but also how the inhu- 
manity of the world is to be overthrown. . . When 
we open our New Testaments we are met by a 
spirit of aggression. In the life and death and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ and in the life of the early 
church a powerful invasion of the world by God 
takes place. The kingdom of God comes breaking 
in upon the world of men, overturning the existing 
order, capturing men for its life and making them 
new men... The invasion takes place first of all in 
the person of Jesus Christ. God dwells in him 
wholly.” : 


These sermons are expository in character. After 
some years spent as an editor, the author returned 
to the pastorate with the conviction that the best 
type of Biblical preaching is expository. In the In- 
troduction to this volume Dr. Smart has some very 
fine things to say on the subject of expository preach- 
ing. Here is one paragraph: “Where the Scriptures 
are not preached man very quickly begins to lose 
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that understanding of God, of himself and of tl is 
world which is found only in the Scriptures. T 1¢ 
Church ceases to be a church created by and for tie 
living Word of God and becomes some kind of e- 
ligious or ethical society. There is thus a direct 
relation between the abandonment of expository 
preaching and the loss by the Church of its unique 
character as an agency through which God Himself 
invades our world to conquer our inhumanity and 
to make us new creatures in Jesus Christ.” 


Dr. Smart maintains that the experience of sal- 
vation which takes place on the human level is rot 
to be understood unless we know that more than 
human factors are involved in it. The tremendois- 
ness of the drama is that unseen forces are wrestling 
for control of human life. The Spirit of God and all 
the powers of heaven are drawing men one way and 
Satan and the powers of hell drawing him the other, 
He continues this thought in these words, “The 
whole story of Jesus in the gospel is incomprehen- 
sible until you see that to Jesus Himself it was from 
beginning to end a battle with superhuman forces 
of evil. Satan may be chiefly a subject for jokes 
with us but for Jesus Satan represented the supreme 
expression of darkness and falsehood and evil that 
resists God and tries incessantly to defeat the work 


of God in the world.” 


The sermons in this volume are brief, and in 
some respects, too brief, but the content in each one 
is Biblical and attractively presented. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE 


LL 


... Following the topics as given by the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mittee. 


... True to the Bible expositions for the var- 
ious age groups from the “Tiny Tots” to ad- 
vanced scholars. 


... Scriptures used in the CHRISTIAN LIFE 
SERIES are taken from the King James Ver- 
sion of the Holy Bible. 
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UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


Box 6059 — Cleveland (1) Ohio 
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